
Cold Sweat James Brown, 1967

1 1-2, 1-2-3-4 
 Ha! I don’t care, ha, about your past 
 I just want, ow, our love to last, he 
 I don’t care, darlin’, about your faults, hah 
5 I just want to satisfy your thoughts, oh 
 When you kiss me 
 When you miss me 
 Hold my hand 
 Make me understand 
10 I wake up – in a cold sweat 
 Wow! 

 Ergh, augh. I don’t care about your won’ts 
 I just wanna, ha, tell you about your does and don’ts 
 I don’t care about the way you treat me darlin’, ha! 
15 I just want, hu!, to understand me honey 
 Oh, when you kiss me, no 
 And you miss me 
 You hold me tight 
 Make everything all right 
20 I wake up – in a cold sweat, ha! 

 Maceo [altsaxofonist], come on now brother, put it, put it where it’s at now 
 Aww, let him have it, uh! 
 Awww no! Uh. Put it on him. Ah, oh, play your horn, uh, get it, ah. 
 Uh, looka here, so much soul, ah, ah, Funky Funky Broadway*, eh! Oh!. 
25 Play it! ‘Scuse me while I do The Boogaloo* 
 Sometimes I clown, ha, back up and do the James Brown*. Blow! Uh! 
 Let’s give the drummer some. Wanna give the drummer some? 
 Give the drummer some (yeah) x4. You got it drummer! Eh! 
 Help him out Odum [bassist], go and play with him, hu! 
 Eh, ah, looka here, ah, funky as you wanne be, ah! 

*: dansetrin

»After one of the shows, one night somewhere, James called me into the dressing room and grunted 
a bass line of a rhythmic thing (demonstrates), which turned out to be »Cold Sweat«. I was very 
much influenced by Miles Davis and had been listening to »So What« six or seven years earlier and 
that crept into the making of »Cold Sweat«. You could call it subliminal, but the horn line is based 
on Miles Davis’ »So What.« I wrote that on the bus between New York and Cincinnati. The next 
day we pulled up in front of King Records studio, got off the bus, got in the studio, set up, and I 
went over the rhythm with the band. By the time we got the groove going, James showed up, added 
a few touches—changed the guitar part, which made it real funky—had the drummer do something 
different. He was a genius at it. Between the two of us, we put it together one afternoon. He put 
the lyrics on it. The band set up in a semicircle in the studio with one microphone. It was recorded 
live in the studio. One take. It was like a performance. We didn’t do overdubbing.« 

 Alfred »Pee Wee« Ellis, trompetist og orkesterleder hos James Brown, i Wiki: Cold Sweat

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_Sweat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Brown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miles_Davis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/So_What_(composition)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overdubbing
http://www.apple.com/dk
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